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I am much of Colonel Tilghman's opinion,

who once said to me, speaking of Mr. B------,

that when a man had to look back upon his
ancestors to make himself sure he was a gen-
tleman, he was but a poor sort of man, which
I conceive to be true.

My great-grandfather, John Washington,
the first emigrant of our name, was the son
of Lawrence and Amphilis, his wife. He
went first to the Barbados, but, not being
pleased, came later to Virginia; that is, in
1657.

It is certain that my great-grandfather
in some respects possessed qualities which
resembled those which I myself possess.
He was a man of great personal strength,
inclined to war, very resolute, and of a mas-
terful and very violent temper. He was
accused in 1675 of too severe treatment of
the Indians in the frontier wars against the
Susquehannocks, for which he was repri-
manded by Sir William Berkeley, but, it is
said, unjustly. He was a man had in es-
teem and most respectable, and held a seat
in the Assembly in 1670. He was also of a
nature greatly moved by injustice, for on his
voyage to Virginia a poor woman on board
the ship was hanged for a witch, and liejudging of hiui^tf hy flinttors was
